t is with a feeling of great satisfaction that I look back, over the twenty
seven plus years of journey traversed by the Skyline University College (SUC)
that started in 1990. One of the many reasons of this satisfaction comes from
the contribution we have been able to make to the society to which we
belong and in pioneering a new paradigm in higher education. Being one of the
oldest privately operated institution of higher learning in the UAE is certainly a
matter of pride for us.
Over the years SUC morphed into a mature University College from a
modest beginning of an institute conducting certiﬁcation programs. The
learning experience through the course of this journey has been very
rewarding. SUC today is a prestigious name that conducts business
management programs at under graduate and graduate levels with
several innovative and sought-after specializations including Strategic
Management & Leadership and E Governance at the MBA level besides Marketing & Sales and Travel & Tourism Management at the Under Graduate level,
amongst several others. The characteristic feature of SUC programs is that they
have been developed with the business and industry trends in view and with consul-
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tations of the industry experts, who are associated with SUC as employers of our
graduates, advisors of SUC, and a large and inﬂuential alumni, besides many more
stakeholders that SUC always looks forward to. The industry academia interactions
for reinforcing our programs from time to time has been our core strength.
We are also fortunate to be part of the Sharjah University City, which in turn is part of
the cultural and educational vision of H.H. Dr. Sheikh Sultan bin Mohammad al
Qasimi, Member of the Supreme Council of the UAE and Ruler of Sharjah. It is with
the inspiration and blessings of His Highness that SUC has grown to such a prominence and wishes to further expand into a full-ﬂedged University. In this direction the
Academic Affairs Committee of SUC is already working to add a 'School of IT' and
expand the 'School of Business' with a DBA program.
Guided by our Mission, SUC has remained focused on imparting knowledge, skills
and values to our students. In the recent past however, the emphasis on community
outreach programs has seen some outstanding efforts by students, staff and faculty
members towards water conservation and tree plantation. We are committed to
give back to the community with all the resources at our command and as much as
we can.

Kamal Puri
Founder President

t has always been a pleasure addressing you through any forum, but this by
far is the most interesting, as it gives me an opportunity to share my experiences that I feel will certainly be useful to you too.
A winning personality is a combination of several characteristics that can be
acquired thru good guidance and training. Information communication technologies (ICT) have played a major role in the way we can acquire such training and
guidance. ICT has dramatically changed the way humans interact with each
other today. The role of this form of communication has also impacted the
way we receive education and upon the way we acquire knowledge,
skills, values and competencies. The process of imparting knowledge
and skills through ICT is getting more efﬁcient by the day and we already
have several e-learning tools to deliver knowledge and skills much conveniently and effectively, however it is the values and competencies that still need
physical human interaction for mastering. Values, we all understand are moral
virtues but what are competencies and why are they important? To my mind,
competencies are attributes that a person possesses to face challenges of adaptation to the work as well as social environments. This adaptation is necessary for any
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scale of success in the globalized world we live today. Values and competencies
cannot be acquired through ICT in isolation, instead one needs a life coach to hold
hands and take one along the learning path facing and handling challenges;
protecting and guiding in adverse situations; advising and chiding for course corrections when needed, and above all be a philosopher and a mentor. In most cases
this person has been your teacher from the kindergarten to the university, all along
sharing with you the wealth of wisdom, in bits and bytes, giving more to the willing
and enough to the evaders, but giving surely to all, without discrimination. It is the
teacher who guides you to differentiate what and how much to take from the
overwhelming volume of information now available through ICT. Institutions that are
alive to this changing phenomenon have already included various ICT applications
in their learning systems to deliver knowledge and skills and meeting the highly
energetic and tech-savvy needs of the millennial generation, besides giving them
the societal environment where one has competition, victories and defeats; and
where one understands to work in teams, and to follow and to lead. It seems quite
certain thus, that it is the blend of technology and the human-touch that will do the
magic of molding the raw talent into polished personalities, so make good use of
both, for a successful tomorrow.
I take this opportunity to appreciate and congratulate the Newsline team for yet
another excellent issue that informs, entertains and enriches us all. Newsline, over
the years, has become a mascot of creativity for Skyline University College; truly for
the students, of the students and by the students. Wishing you all the very best.

Professor Amitabh Upadhya
Dean

There could not be a better feeling than working with a
wonderful team on a passionate project such as- Newsline!

All this work is an outcome of inspiration and guidance
received from Dr Amitabh and Mr Nitin who kept providing

It has been incredible to be a part of a vibrant, colorful and

their timely inputs. I am truly thankful to all my committee

dynamic magazine, spanning events of the year gone by. It

members especially Mr Jaymar, who ensured that creative

wasnʼt easy though but the teams I got an opportunity to

ideas and design quality mesh seamlessly.

work with ensured that all the sweet and sour experiences
resulted in this beautifully crafted publication, reﬂecting true
glimpses of Skyline University campus life.
Strategic Alliances presents a
summary of major partnerships signed with Government and private organizations in the last academic
year while Event Update is a
potpourri of all the colorful
events organized by the
varsity. SUC is known for its
academic standards maintained since its inception in
1990. Academic update is a
snapshot of various symposiums, conferences, panel
discussions, industry visits, guest sessions and other such
notable events.
Students are an essential stakeholder of this magazine. The
entire conceptualization, design and compilation is SUC
studentsʼ driven. They also made us think out of the box!
Kashaf, our student editor and her team encouraged SUCʼs
student community to contribute on topics relevant to youth.
The result- an issue replete with interesting write-ups on
culinary, movie-reviews, sports, art of living and many

more.
Our special thanks to Ananda Shakespeare for letting us
explore beautiful heritage of Sharjah through her guided
walking tour. Dr. Sharon, our colleague, shares her experience on ﬁghting against breast cancer. Sheʼs been a ﬁghter
and deserves all praise for being strong throughout this
tough time.

I wish you all an awe inspiring read!
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dents are going on an International
Georgia from March 15-20,

stuTrip

to

2 0 1 7.

Georgia is known for its
charming culture, history,
architecture and welcomatmosphere.

The

i n g

current

weather in Georgia

is relatively cold with lots of snow. The students will be immersing in the local scene to learn about the heritage and tradition
as well as enjoy the country
The 5-day trip consists of tours
Georgia such as a visit to
markets in Old Tbilisi and

o p e n

has to offer.
different cities in
Bridge of Peace that goes over the

Kura River, go skiing in Gudauri and
climb the mountain in Kazbegi.
The trip will be instrumental for students to gain a broader
view of the world and widen their perspectives in different
aspects of their life. We wish all students a safe journey all
throughout the trip!

Skyline Book Fair

SUC 3RD BUSINESS PL AN COMPETITION
RAISED SOLUTIONS TO RELEVANT ISSUES IN UAE
niversities from the UAE and
Sultanate of Oman have participated in the 3rd Inter-university
Business Plan and New Idea Competition
organized by the Skyline Entrepreneurship
and Innovation Club (SEIC), Skyline University
College (SUC) and supported by Dubai
Technology Entrepreneur Centre (Dtec),
Sharjah Entrepreneurship Centre (Sheraa)
and The Hair Crafters Company LLC on April
17, 2017 at SUC campus. SUC team bagged
the title for the Business Plan category while
Amity University won the Marketing Pitch
category. The New Idea category received
more than 200 entries from the public and the
title went to Mr. Sanjith P. who proposed
recycled tar for tires and other rubber
products.
SEIC Annual Business Plan and Idea
Competition served as a platform for
university students to set forth their
entrepreneurial skills, business strategies, and out of the box ideas that are feasible

judges from the industry of this year’s competition

and signiﬁcant to the environment and to the

included Mr. Hans Henrik Christensen, Director of Dubai

society. The competition also witnessed entries

Technology Entrepreneur Centre and Silicon Oasis

that are relevant to the issues of today as they

Founders (Dtec); Ms. Janine Bensouda, President of

put forward ideas and solutions in areas such

Bensouda Consulting; Mr. Sukant Mishra, Managing

as enhancing happiness and well-being of UAE

Director of Octagon Ventures; Mr. Faizan Sangani, Brand

residents, enhancing transportation and

Marketing Manager of ABC International (Cool & Cool);

improving trafﬁc situations in UAE, and develop-

Ms. Ruchika Singhal, Managing Director of BBlunt Dubai;

ing vibrant SME sector in UAE. SUC Dean, Dr.

and Ms Sana Rahim, Freelance Branding and Marketing

Amitabh Upadhya mentioned that events like

Consultant.

the SEIC Business Plan Competition provide the

Runner up winners of the competitions were Amity

necessary skills to the students in order for them

University Dubai-1st Runner up and Middle East College,

to hone their knowledge and talents as future

Sultanate of Oman -2nd Runner up for the Business Plan

businessmen and women.

category while Heriot-Watt University-1st Runner up and

Guest of Honor, Mr. Craig Moore, CEO of

Al Dar University-2nd Runner up for Marketing Pitch

Beehive stressed on understanding the contex-

category.

tual requirements of real time entrepreneurship

The ofﬁcial sponsors of the event were Octagon as a

as he shared his views and years of experience

Venture Capital Firm and Cool and Cool UAE with a

to the students in his speech. The esteemed

special focus on the Marketing Pitch category.

What’s the next

BIG
thing?

WE ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THE COMMENCEMENT OF

BSIT - ENTERPRISE COMPUTING

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
n exclusive undergraduate
program in enterprise computing, BS IT is equipped to meet
the needs of dynamic
in-

formation technology

other stakeholders like suppliers, customers
and government authorities. Information
Technology is playing a critical part for
achieving excellence; develop product and
service mix, enhancing decision making, and

environments. The program focuses on

achieving sustainable competitive advan-

providing graduates with competencies and

tage in the organization at the global level,”

skills required to design, build, test and apply

said Dr. Sudhakar Kota, Head of Quality

information technology solutions for organiza-

Assurance at SUC.

tions.
“Enterprise wide information technology
“Our team worked diligently on investigating

known as enterprise systems forms the

the industry requirements, matching it with the

backbone of the organizations in today’s

curriculum while maintaining standards as

highly dynamic global economic environ-

prescribed by CAA, Ministry of Education,”

ment. To design better enterprise systems

said SUC Dean, Prof. (Dr.) Amitabh Upadhya.

such as Enterprise Resource Planning Systems

The team which worked tirelessly includes Dr.

(ERP), Supply Chain Management Systems

Sudhakar Kota, Dr. Riktesh Srivastava, Dr.

(SCM) and Customer Relations Management

Mohammad Abdul Salam, Mr. Vinaitheerthan

Systems (CRM), information technology

R., Ms. Sarika Satish Banjan, Ms. Iris Melody

professionals require a good understanding

Hipolito, Mr. Blesson Jacob Phillip and, Mr.

and competencies in enterprise computing.

Anish Joy.

The program will provide students with
know-how to develop reliable, scalable, and

BS IT is the need of the hour! “Around the

secure enterprise systems,” SUC professors, Dr.

globe, organizations are increasingly becom-

Riktesh Srivastava and Dr. Mohammad Abdul

ing more connected, both internally and with

Salam expressed.

SURVIVOR

ST RY
Why you should NOT be
afraid of the Big “C”.

ig “C” is a word for CANCER—a word
that many people until today are
frightened to hear. Many have associated the word for pain and for some, it is a
shame in the family and worst, it means death.
These negative notions are only misconceptions and it is
about time we put a positive light to cancer in a
completely new perspective.
In October 2015, I have been diagnosed of breast
cancer stage three. I fought my life against cancer in
2016 armed with my faith to the Almighty, my unwavering will to triumph, and my determination to live. It was a
whole year of constant battle against cancer and
I, with all the might I have left in me, won with
a better, wiser, and braver outlook in life.
I have been enlightened and realization came
to me that I should NOT be afraid of cancer. I
would not reach this realization and victory
without a healthy mindset.
life gave me the mental strength to think
positively that it is neither a taboo nor a
shame. Embracing an open mind helps me
to focus on my advocacy on breast cancer
awareness especially to the young adults.
1. BE SPIRITUALLY UPRIGHT: Throughout this journey, I

2. BE COURAGEOUS: Cancer is NOT death. I am a

have looked at cancer as a BLESSING from the

living testament of the saying, “The Almighty gives His

Almighty—a blessing where I discovered my strength

hardest battles to His strongest soldiers.” Be brave to

as a woman to conquer my fear of cancer. A strength

ﬁght against cancer. The mastectomy surgery, series

that comes from the ACCEPTANCE of the realities of

of chemotherapy, and radiation were all just sources

life. Having the courage to accept these realities of

of physical pain and tiredness. My Onco-Surgeon

once told me, “There is NO such thing
as pain, it is all in your mind.” From his
strong words of encouragement, I
bravely endured all the physical pain I
have felt day in and day out.
3. BELIEVE IN YOURSELF: Cancer will
make you more bold and beautiful.
My Oncologist strongly advised me
NOT to stop from doing my daily
routines especially my job. This is to
overcome self-pity, loneliness and
depression, and to become bolder
and better. It did motivate me more to
live a positive outlook in life, which
eventually made me feel beautiful
than I have ever been.
4. TRUST THE JOURNEY: Cancer is
CURABLE. I took different opinions from
three different hospitals. In the third
hospital, I found the Oncologist and
Onco-Surgeon that I truly believed in
and trust. I believed in their expertise
and the way they take care of their
patients touches my soul. The hospital
is totally equipped with modern
technology for surgery and advanced
medicines. It gave me comfort and
the feeling of being at home.
5. SURROUND YOURSELF WITH POSITIVE
ENERGY: Cancer cells DIE. Being with
support groups help me keep myself
surrounded with people who share
positive energy i many ways. It helps to make me feel
happy and to control any negative emotions.

Almighty every day for them.

6. BE HUMBLE AND THANKFUL: Cancer leads to HUMILITY. During my treatment, I have seen different faces

This is a battle that I am proud and humbled to share

and situations of other cancer patients. I am humbled

whomever I meet and wherever I go. For I believe that

enough to know that my case is not as worse as others’

the strength, the willpower, and the love that the

cases. I am so blessed to have genuine people who

Almighty have blessed me with will are instruments to

helped me get through with my battle that I will

give inspiration to others who are ﬁghting their own

treasure for the rest of my life. These people are also my

battles in life. This is my journey and it has only begun.

greatest blessings and I am eternally grateful to the

REGULAR HEALTH CHECK–UP:

A NECESSITY FOR EVERYONE
n today’s world people in all ages are facing health
issues. The cause of illnesses may varied from environ-

2. Avoid eating foods with lots of preservation. Organic
food are quite pricey but it is good for our health.

mental pollution, vices on drinking and smoking, the
food that we are eating, lifestyle and our attitudes of

3. Do not be afraid of getting yourself undergo any

not going for regular check-up not unless we are seriously

medical tests. Any negative results will be treated in an

sick.

early stage, while positive results from your tests will give
peace of mind.

Skyline University through the Sports Department
conducted a lecture last March 2017 about breast and

4. Exercise regularly. A 15 – 20 minutes daily exercise will

cervical cancer awareness. The physicians from Sunny

keep our body healthy and strong.

Medical Center who did the lecture, made us understand the importance of having a regular check-up.

Those are some of the basic information but I ﬁnd it very

Many women today are having breast and cervical

important. It open my mind and I felt that I have to

cancer. In most cases, women usually ﬁnd the existence

responsibility to do my part

of cancer in their body in late stage. It is because of not

providing these informa-

giving importance to regular or routine check-up.

to everyone. So, let us

in
tion
all

live a healthy life and
In that lecture, I learn valuable information on how to

let’s do our regular

prevent having cancer:

check-up.

1. Do self-breast examination. Regular self-examination

Zainab Ali Shuwaikh

will help you be aware of any changes in your body. Early
detection will help you prevent any serious condition in
the future.

HOW IMPORTANT IS
MENTAL HEALTH
Ms. Tsetsei George-Okoro, Student Counselor
According to WHO,

conditions, it is most

perti-

• Mental and substance use disorders are the leading

nent that we arm ourselves with

cause of disability worldwide.

what constitutes good and sound mental health and

• Suicide is among the three leading causes of death

what deters such.

among people aged 15 to 44, and of those who die from

Mental health is a state of well-being in which an

suicide, more than 90 percent have a diagnosable

individual realizes his or her own abilities, can cope with

mental disorder.

the normal stresses of life, can work productively and is

• Mental disorders are important risk factors for other

able to make a contribution to his or her community.” -

diseases, as well as unintentional and intentional injury.

WHO, 2016.

knowledge of

This however makes us understand that our mental
With increasing impact of mental illness on global health

health is personalized and based on the ability to

manage our lives (thoughts, emotions and behavior) in

• having a high degree of self-awareness that recognizes

response to our daily struggles, desire for achievement

when things aren't right and knowing how or what you

as well as catering to our responsibilities.

want/need to improve,

According to Mayo Clinic (2011), many people have

• being able to test your thoughts for accuracy

mental health concerns from time to time; but a mental

especially as regards your assessment of personal

health concern becomes a mental illness when

situations,

on-going signs and symptoms cause frequent stress and

• developing wellness strategies that help you progress in

affect your ability to function.

your personal deﬁnition of optimal wellbeing;

However, poor mental health is associated with rapid

• Recognizing the mind-body connection and that

social change, stressful work conditions, gender

improving physical health also improves mental health

discrimination, social exclusion, unhealthy lifestyle, risks of

and vice versa.

violence, physical ill-health and human rights violations.

In summary, the need to create living conditions and

(WHO, 2015).

environments that support mental health and allow

In order to cope with these and other daily conditions,

people to adopt and maintain healthy lifestyles is much

certain mental processes need to be developed and

required today more than ever.

sustained by individuals: -

CHILDHOOD CANCER PATIENTS
AS MY INSPIRATION
Ms. Dimah Marmash, Student Counselor

It all started when I saw this sick girl at the supermarket, I

“Childhood

cancer

was shocked because she was so thin and fragile. The ﬁrst

is the leading

cause

thing I noticed when I saw her were her thin arms and the

of death by

head band on her head, it said King Hussein Cancer

children under the

Foundation. At that moment and right after I smiled at

was traumatized, These

her, I began my research about cancer. My main focus

souls of innocent children who are deprived of their

was on Pediatric Cancer because I wanted to know

rights, who are getting only 3.8% of research fund

more, I wanted to know why was she was weak and are

because no one is aware of what is happening. Every

all children under the threat of the disease. I had so many

year childhood cancer research seems to be consist-

questions in my mind.

ently underfunded.

I was only sixteen years old when I started going to the

When a child is undergoing treatment, many families

hospital for regular visits to the children and their families.

face ﬁnancial uncertainty. For instance, many families

Each visit carried different emotions with it, sometimes I

have been faced with having to sell or let go of their

was angry at all the pain I see and sometimes I’m inspired

precious belongings in order to be able to afford to pay

by their strength and the way they ﬁght to survive. I have

for chemotherapy and the medicines that come along

developed a bond with this cause, it became my only

with the treatment.

interest and I dedicated my time and effort into spread-

Then it hit me, something has to be done, there is no

ing awareness.

reason these children should be faced with such

The main reason behind my support to this speciﬁc cause

circumstances. My ultimate goal is to bring awareness to

is because it is often overlooked. It was very difﬁcult for

this cause which is constantly overlooked. If I had

me to realize that mainstream media does almost

enough power and a major multimedia platform I would

nothing to recognize a cause that “affects over 250,000

go about it myself. But, if we all come together and

children across the world every single year”. When I read

contribute to the cause, we can make a change.

an article from the National Cancer Institute stating that

disease in
age of 15”, I
numbers are pure

dangerous stunts that kids would try repeating and
could end up hurting themselves. Not only that, there
are also cases of people committing suicide after their
watching their favourite characters’ death.
ne of the most common means of entertainment for people nowadays are TV shows,

There are also quite a few benefits to TV shows as well.

that is due to the fact that there is at least

Many TV shows are actually quite educational. There are

one show out there that fits the genre of a person’s

many children TV shows that help them learn a lot of

interest. For example, a person who likes action could go

things such as nursery rhymes etc. There are also children

watch the superhero TV shows such as “The Flash”, a

shows where they educate them on manners and good

person who likes sci-fi would could watch “The 100” or a

behaviour as well. For young adults there are also quite a

person interested in history could watch something like

few TV shows that could help. For example the TV show

“Reign” etc. but the question arising now is that how do

“Reign” is about Mary Stuart, the queen of Scotland.

these shows affect people, especially children and

Although it has a fantasy twist to it, it also shows quite a

teenagers. The affects can both be beneficial or could

lot of her actual history which could help people learn

have drawbacks.

more about what happened in the history of their/other
countries.

When it comes to TV, the thing you usually hear people
say is “watching too much TV causes weak eyesight” or

To sum it all up, TV

“Watching TV makes you lazy!!” what people fail to

shows can be a very

understand are how they affect a person’s mind. If a

entertain solution

person (especially children or teenagers) watch

to everyone’s

something constantly, it starts affecting their behaviour

boredom

and thinking. For example, if a person watches a TV such

problems but can

as “The 100” where there is a portrayal of violence,

be beneficial for

bloodshed and guns, the person watching it could start

people, but always keep that in mind that there is always

thinking in that same way too. The person would start

a disadvantage to everything. Although you may be

believing that violence is the answer to everything.

thinking that a certain thing is just for entertainment,

Another example would be the TV show “Arrow” where

don’t forget to realise how other people around you

the character is a vigilante and is shown doing many

could be impacted by them!

The true
measure of success is
how many times you can bounce

back from failure, failure is the opportunity

to begin more

intelligently so did the founder of KFC Colonel
Harland Sanders, a man who started at the
age of 65 and failed 1009 times
before he succeeded.
He as turned down one-thousand and nine times before
his chicken was accepted once!
Perseverance, dedication, and ambition along with hard
work can create success; regardless of your age.
Colonel Harland Sanders has become a world-known
figure by marketing his “finger lickin’ good”
Kentucky Fried Chicken. The spectacled Colonel
Sanders could easily be identified by his clean,
crisp white suite, black string tie, and walking cane.

One of the most
the age of sixty-five,

amazing aspects of his life is the fact that when he reached
after

found himself penni-

less. He

was for one hundred

and five

running a restaurant for several years, Harland Sanders
retired and received his first social security check which
dollars. And that was just the beginning of his interna-

tional fame and financial success
He started travelling by car to different

story…
restaurants and cooked his fried chicken on the spot for

restaurant owners. If the owner liked the chicken, they would enter into a handshake agreement to sell the
Colonel’s chicken. Legend has it that Colonel Sanders heard 1009 “no”s before he heard his first “yes”.
By 1964, Colonel Sanders had 600 franchises selling his trademark chicken. At this time,
he sold his company for $2 million dollars but remained as a spokesperson. In 1976, the
Colonel was ranked as the world’s second most recognizable celebrity.
It’s amazing how the man started at the age of 65, when most retire, and built a global
empire out of fried chicken.
“Believe. Dream. Try. Succeed. Age, no bar!”

Cultural identity is
established on the
core values shared on a living
society. These values includes language, dressing style,
way of talking, habits and many others.

societies a chance to
explore our culture. Nowa-

21st Century!! A century of globalization where all the

days diﬀerent people from

societies with diﬀerent culture lives together. Mostly,

diﬀerent society lives

Western civilization is sweeping away the traditions and

together in diﬀerent culture

culture of the society, aﬀecting changes in the behavior

society, so by seeing the

and thinking of people of diﬀerent society. It is under-

surrounding culture shown

stood that a culture loss seems too apparent in some

by that society it gives a

communities where the culture main stream is weak.

chance for the migrants to
adapt and adjust with their culture and values as they
can learn and explore that they are seeing in their
surroundings.

Cultures are the core values that cannot be disappeared just because of globalization. Globalization is
system that helps us learn and explore diﬀerent society
culture by not forgetting our own culture because the
main stream of any culture of any society is not weak
Many think that if this trend keeps going on, the global

that it can be aﬀected by any globalization. But we

diversity of culture identity will be lost forever. Societies

can’t say there is no eﬀect on cultures but, they won’t

think globalization is a big threat as the young genera-

change the rituals and values of a culture of certain

tion is sweeping away with diﬀerent cultures mostly

community

adapting the culture of western style which unfortunately worry the societies as they think it will
aﬀect their culture and also won’t take
time is the disappearance of their
cultures and values they follow.
But, this can’t be true all the time. There
are some positive inﬂuence on people or
society because of globalization. Globalization is also a way to learn and explore
the culture diﬀerence and much more.
Globalization gives us a
chance to represent our
culture in front of the whole
world and give all diﬀerent

or

society.

